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Joint Concert in Welland

— Photo: Wayne Gilbert

Over 200 people filled the Polish Cultural Centre in Welland on March 29 for the concert

of the Welland Mandolin Orchestra of the Association of United Ukrainian Canadians and
the Shevchenko Choir of the Shevchenko Musical Ensemble. A story with photos can be

found on page 9.

Really?

It is possible, of course, that
the Toronto Star got it wrong
in a brief item that appeared
on April 18. If the report is
accurate, however, it raises
some disquieting questions.

In its entirety, the report
said:

Clarkson says Canadians
lack political knowledge

“Former governor general
Adrienne Clarkson says she
was aghast at how little the
public understood the parlia-
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mentary crisis late last year
that saw an opposition coali-
tion poised to take over from
Prime Minister Stephen
Harper.

“The basic principles of re-
sponsible government — that
we elect individuals who then
represent our interests in Par-
liament and that the largest
group of them under a party
banner form the government
— did not seem to be in the
least understood,” she told a
constitutional conference yes-
terday.

From the Star’s wire
services

This is certainly at variance
from the understanding most
of the commentators, includ-
ing a number of other former
governors-general, at the time
had of responsible govern-
ment. While it may be true, in
some general sense, that “the
largest group of them under a
party banner form the gov-
ernment”, the statement re-
quires much qualification.

The first qualification might
be “as long as they enjoy the
confidence of the House”;
that is, as long as they can win
confidence votes in the House
of Commons.

Another qualification might
be (unless Ms. Clarkson is
denying the legitimacy of the
coalition governments Canada
has had) “if no party has the
confidence of the House, then
two or more parties and/or
Members of Parliament may

seek to form the govern-
ment”.

Can it be that Stephen
Harper convinced Michaelle
Jean, last year, of Ms. Clark-
son’s understanding? Is that
why she decided that sus-
pending Parliament was pref-
erable to allowing a coalition
government?

Let us hope not, and let us
hope that the Toronto Star got
it wrong.

Torture and
America

“A journey into depravity”
1s how the New York Times,
on April 19, wrote about the
contents of memos on prisoner
interrogation written by the
Justice Department in the time
of President Bush.

In the editorial where that
evaluation occurs, the “NYT”
also says that those memos
“were written to provide le-
gal immunity for acts that are
clearly illegal, immoral and a
violation of this country’s
most basic values.”

The New York Times, while
lauding President Obama’s
decisions to release these
memos and other materials
related to illegal and/or im-
moral activity by the Bush
administration, has been tak-
ing issue with the president’s
promises of immunity to those

Positive Signs at the
Summit of the Americas

The Summit of the Ameri-
cas in Port of Spain, capital
of Trinidad and Tobago, ended
with positive signs for a new
atmosphere in the Americas.

One positive development
has been the easing of the
American embargo against
Cuba. There quickly devel-
oped the possibility of direct
negotiations between Cuba
and the USA. Speculation
also rose quickly — perhaps
it is strong enough to be called
expectation — that Cuba
would be invited to attend the
next Summit of the Americas.

Reports are that President
Obama also had cordial con-
tact with Hugo Chavez of
Venezuela, with the possibil-
ity that each country will re-
turn its Ambassador to the
other.

Apparently influenced by
the good will Cuba has earned
in Latin America by such
measures as providing medi-
cal assistance and training for
doctors, the American presi-
dent reportedly expressed a
desire to engage the hemi-
sphere with more than just
armed forces and the war on
drugs.

In the midst of all the posi-
tive signs, there were also
voices of caution, particularly
from leaders looking for ac-
tion to accompany the words.

As was to be expected,
Republican Party and con-
servative Democratic Party

who were “just following or-
ders”.

The newspaper has repeat-
edly urged a full investigation
and revelation of wrong-doing
by the Bush administration
and prosecution of illegal ac-
tivity — not in accordance
with the Bush definitions, but
in line with the American con-
stitution and international law.

The “NYT” writes, “After
eight years without transpar-
ency or accountability, Mr.
Obama promised the Ameri-
can people both. His decision
to release these memos was
another sign of his commit-
ment to transparency. We are
waiting to see an equal com-
mitment to accountability.”

Is your sub
expiring? Why
not renew now?

voices were quickly raised
criticizing President Obama’s
changed course, compared to
the policies of the former
Bush administration, and call-
ing for all sorts of conditions
to be placed on the thawing
of relations.

Of course, American Presi-
dent Obama is seeking to fur-
ther the interests of his coun-
try through a more effective
practice of foreign policy.
That is his responsibility and
duty. That does not mean that
the new tack of the USA can
not have some benefits for the
people of other countries.

The ultimate impact is yet
to be seen, but cautious opti-
mism would seem to be in or-
der.
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Thoughts Evoked by Zhur’s Book

Lito Pershe, Petro Zhur, Kyiv, Ukraine, Dnipro.
1979. Hard cover. In Ukrainian. pp. 276.

“Jlimo nepue” (First Sum-
mer) by Petro Zhur, available
in the Shevchenko Museum
library, is nonfiction written
around Shevchenko’s first trip
to Ukraine from St. Peters-
burg, in 1843. The book’s de-
piction of Ukraine, with its in-
tellectual elite of the mid-19*
century, is a great reference
to start a study of Ukraine,
intertwining history, culture,
literature, art and geography.

For those who are inter-

ested in Ukrainian history,
there are many references to
contemporary works. Look at
Ukraine through the lenses of
history and through the letters
of key people of that period!

Odds and curiosities

Every reader has his/her
own approach to reading
books. In addition to accurate
facts and their interpretation,
the value of a book is in the
thoughts that the work pro-
vokes.

Here are some of my
thoughts as I was reading
Zhur’s book.

On Ukrainian
language

“Practice makes it perfect”
and “Use it, or loose it” —
these two proverbs are espe-
cially applicable to languages.
Every language in the world
goes through its decline: com-
pare English literature of the
19" century with contempo-
rary publications and note the

In the Branches

Winnipeg

AUUC Winnipeg Branch’s
Annual General Meeting of
March 22 featured notice of
the 90th Anniversary Banquet
and a discussion on cultural
programming. Reports of ac-
tivities were submitted and
new officers elected.

Taken together, the various
reports constitute an impres-
sive summary of a year of
cultural activities and fund-
raising events, although Presi-
dent Lily Steams emphasized
a number of times that lead-
ership is assumed by only a
handful of people, and that
continuation or augmentation
of an already busy schedule
will be possible only if people
step forward for active roles.

Lily Stearns indicated that
discussions have been started
towards a joint concert with
the United Jewish People’s
Order, featuring UJPO’s choir
and the Klezmer Kids, in No-
vember.

Pavilion Coordinator Kathy
Schubert reported that the
2008 Folklorama met or ex-
ceeded every expectation of
the public and the Folk Arts
Council, as well as giving lo-
cal exposure to the Regina
Poltava Ensemble and most of
the Branch’s own performing
groups. Because the Branch
provides its own building, cu-
linary staff, and equipment
accumulated over the years,
the financial health of the pa-
vilion remains very strong
when compared to others in
the city.

Folklorama will be celebrat-

ing its 40th anniversary with
a Gala on June 5.

The Folk Arts Council has
chosen the Ukrainian Labour
Temple as the site for a major
press conference introducing
their new Folklorama logo on
May 7.

Jeanne Romanoski, retiring
Membership Secretary, re-
ported Branch membership in
good standing at 69, a figure
which has remained stable for
the last decade.

Activity and financial re-
ports were presented by both
the Ivan Franko Manor and
the Ivan Franko Museum.
These institutions are AUUC
Branch operations; they each
have their own Board of Di-
rectors elected by AUUC
Winnipeg, and are managed at
arms length.

Elected by acclamation to
the Branch Council were Lily
Stearns, President; Carmen
Ostermann, Vice President;
Kathy Schubert, Recording
Secretary; Susan Szczepan-
ski, Recording Secretary;
Brent Stearns, Treasurer;
Olga Shatulsky and Gloria
Gordienko, Auditors; and at-
large members Kim Boss, lan
Walker, George Duravetz,
Annis Kozub, Glenn Michal-
chuk, Myron Shatulsky, and
Kirsten Schubert.

When the Branch AGM
was concluded, Myron Shatul-
sky presided at a membership
meeting of the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple Foundation. Al-
though the Foundation has the
same membership as the
Branch, the Foundation is

(Continued on Page 14.)

difference in active vocabu-
lary! With mass education and
the struggle for mass literacy,
we are slowly marching to-
wards the middle-school level
(if not lower) of our active vo-
cabularies.

It does not matter if you
were born in Ukraine and
ended up in Canada, you have
to use the language to be able
to utilize it and be proud ofit.
It’s not forgiven any more in
educated circles to lose your
native language and have ex-
cuses for not practicing it.

Once a second generation
teenager from Washington,
DC, who speaks fluently Eng-
lish and Ukrainian said: “It’s
cool to show off your knowl-
edge of an ‘exotic’ language,
especially when you use it un-
expectedly.” Let it be for that
reason our kids learn the lan-
guage. The time will come
when people will feel bitter
about losing such an “exotic”
treasure. Reading a book in
the Ukrainian language once
in a while will bring benefit:
remembering your history and
the names of famous Ukrain-
ians, and refreshing and/or
enriching your vocabulary.

On letters of
Shevchenko
contemporaries

Reading those letters —
handwritten, not typed and e-
mailed — I wasn’t surprised.
Rather, I was jealous of the
manners, the way of address-
ing people, the use of syno-
nyms, and the art of handwrit-
ing. Can you image, these
days, writing a handwritten
business letter?

We left Ukraine for one
reason or another, and we are
used to blaming, and finding
everything negative about our
“previous years” in Soviet
Ukraine; we forget to men-
tioned that some aspects of
that life were not that bad.

Scientific research shows
that handwriting stimulates
creativity, improves memory,
and provides a more coherent
writing process.

Finally, once in a while it
would be great to sign a per-
sonal Christmas card, to write
a letter to friends, kids or
grandchildren. I am pretty
sure they would preserve
these letters and cards, and
cherish them for the rest of
their lives. E-mails and phone
conversations will not leave a
trace in a history.

On a Village and
Ukraine

The language of that time
was rich with comparisons,
adjectives, similes and meta-
phors. Nowadays, ask people
to describe a view of a village
or landscape, and you will
hear hardly any other descrip-
tive word than “breathtaking”.

Travelling every year to the
“steppe” village in the middle
of nowhere, away from ma-

&

While taying with the Renin fain in Yaotin, Taras
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Shevchenko was commissioned to make two copies of this
portrait of Nikolai G.. Repnin-Volkovsky. One copy is in the
Ukrainian National Museum, the other in a private collection

in Russia.

jor tourist routes, Shevchenko
wrote descriptions that are
very descriptive, laconic and,
more than a century later, still
effective. “Ceno HeHaue
nucanka.” (The village is like
decorated Easter egg) is best
seen during Easter season, in
spring, the blooming time of
cherry, apple and apricot
groves. A picturesque view of
the village landscape in spring-
time is truly a masterpiece of
Mother Nature.

The rest of the year, “Ceno
obimpane xkpyrom” (The vil-
lage is in tatters all around).

While Kyiv still stands
beautiful and proud, dear
Ukraine, and its villages, re-
mains in its humiliated, sad
beauty, with the heroic past of
its people. “Hunger, misery,
filth and filth’s companions”
are still there, and it seems that
they have petrified since
Shevchenko’s visit to Ukraine
in 1843. Landlords have
changed but “casiansa” (high-
handedness) is still there.

Will Ukraine ever be like a
pysanka all year around?

On Poplars and
Chestnuts

In exile, Shevchenko re-
membered Kyiv as “golden-
headed with pictures,
wrapped in gardens and
crowned with poplars”. Why
poplars? The chestnut is a
symbol of Kyiv, so why did
Shevchenko remember pop-
lars?

There are two different
explanations of the chestnut’s
appearance in Kyiv.

In 1842, when Tsar Nikolai
I planned to visit Kyiv, Bibikov,
a governor of Kyiv, brought
from the Balkans an “un-
known tree, pleasing the eye
and of wonderful aroma”.
Chestnuts were planted along
Bibikov Boulevard (Shev-
chenko Boulevard now),
where the tsar was supposed
to enter Kyiv. The tsar wasn’t

happy and overnight all the
chestnuts were replaced with
poplars. Local people picked
up the unwanted chestnuts
and planted them in their gar-
dens.

The second version sug-
gests that Kyiv monasteries
were decorated with wild and
inedible chestnuts which rich
Kyivites grow in their gardens
for the beauty of the tree’s
flower only. At the end of the
19th century, chestnuts were
planted only in the old part of
Kyiv.

On the Repnins’ Art
Collection

That summer, Shevchenko
stayed in Yagotin, formerly
Poltava gubernija and now
Kyiv oblast, with the Repnin
family. He was commissioned
to create two copies of a por-
trait of N. Repnin.

The Repnins possessed a
vast collection of art works by
Italian painters: Titian’s
“Danae”, that is now in the
Hermitage in St. Peterburg;
Canaletto, which is now in the
Pushkin Museum in Moscow,
and so on.

These masterpieces were
once in Ukraine, and Shev-
chenko had the luxury to ab-
sorb these creations of mas-
ters. Like Ukrainians, these
paintings are scattered around
the world now.

In pursuit of happiness, bet-
ter lives and survival abroad,
we forget to stop and recol-
lect what we once knew
about Ukraine, what a link to
the ancient history of Slavs it
once was, and how melodic
the Ukrainian language is.

This review reflects the
personal opinions of the au-
thor. To comments, please
send an e-mail to vkravchyna
@yahoo.com or shevchenko-
museum@pbell.ca, or call the
Shevchenko Museum at (416)
534-8662.

— Victoria Kravchyna



PAGE 4

UKRAINIAN CANADIAN

HERALD

Editor-in-Chief
Wilfred Szczesny

Editorial Board
Myron Shatulsky Lucy Antoniw

Bureaux

Edmonton — Mike Uhryn
Ottawa — Bob Seychuk
Regina — Al Lapchuk
Sudbury — Vicki Gilhula
Toronto — George Borusiewich
Vancouver — Dianna Kleparchuk
Winnipeg — Brent Stearns

Published monthly by Kobzar Publishing Company Ltd.
595 Pritchard Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 2K4
Phone: (800) 856-8242; Fax: (204) 589-3404

E-mail: auuckobzar@mts.net

Ukrainian Canadian Herald editorial offices are located
at 1604 Bloor Street West, Toronto, Ontario M6P 1A7
Phone: 416-588-1639; Fax: 416-588-9180

E-mail: kobzari@on.aibn.com

Subscription price: $30.00 annually (including GST)
$40.00 Foreign subscriptions.
Advertising rates available on request.

PUBLICATIONS MAIL REGISTRATION No. 40009476

Signed articles represent the viewpoint of the author, and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Editorial Board.

The Struggle for the
Future of the AUUC

An Editorial by Wilfred Szczesny

In the year of the celebration of the 90th anniversary
of the establishment of the AUUC, the differences in the
organization grew sharper between those who see fu-
ture success tied to performing arts, and particularly
dance, and those who urge a return to the social activism
of earlier years. With the 44th AUUC National Conven-
tion about a year and a half away, discussion around these
differences can be expected to continue to sharpen.

This discussion is important to the AUUC because it
is ultimately about the viability of the organization. It is
also a very difficult discussion, because it invokes the
passions of the participants at least as much as their in-
tellects, which is natural inasmuch as it is also a debate
about the kind of AUUC the organization will attempt to
be. Undoubtedly most, perhaps even all, AUUC mem-
bers want the AUUC to survive, but survival is not enough.
Each interested member wants an organization which fits
that individual’s criteria for an organization worthy of that
individual’s continuing support.

Because of the strong role of passions in this discus-
sion, there is a danger (in some measure becoming a re-
ality) of polarization into hardened positions from which
the best resolution(s) from the organizational perspec-
tive will be more difficult, perhaps even impossible to
achieve.

For example, the assertion that “politics has alienated
our young people”, leading to the conclusion that the
AUUC should avoid social activism, reduces a very com-
plex historical phenomenon to a slogan and a simplistic
solution. It does nothing to determine whether the AUUC
is actually competitive as a purely arts organization in
the real conditions of today. Nor does it address the ques-
tion whether there is potential for AUUC growth through
social activism in today’s economy.

With the Cold War, though not all of its effects, behind
us, perhaps it is time to re-examine the original organiza-
tional model, in which a strong cultural (including, but not
only, performing arts) program was tied to concerns about
the socioeconomic interests of organizational members
and of the broader society. It is this combination which
made the ULFTA, and then the AUUC, unique and suc-
cessful. It may be that this model, with modifications re-
quired by today’s circumstances, is again our best hope.

The possibility should not just be rejected out of hand.

THE UKRAINIAN CANADIAN HERALD

COMMENTARY

“The United States Is
Losing the Battle”

When the Soviet Union
broke up and the fear of com-
munism vanished, the United
States had to invent a new jus-
tification for occupying the
European continent.

There was no obvious com-
mon purpose and the Euro-
pean Union had to be con-
vinced that its interests are
still tied to the American im-
perialist enterprise. European
eastward expansion and colo-
nization, and the bombing of
Yugoslavia under American
direction, were meant to prove
that point.

The EU quickly moved to
dismantle Eastern European
economies and establish its

From Our

Readers

John (Dowbak) passed
away... and we would like to
honour him with this donation
(see page 12 — Ed.).

He worked tirelessly for the
AUUC. He was a kind, prin-
cipled man who worked for
peace and justice.

We will miss him.

Marcy, Myron, Lawrence

Peter Holyk and Family

Kingston ON

I really enjoy reading about
what other branches across
Canada are doing, and the ar-
ticles by Myron Shatulsky, and
the “Ukrainian News Briefs”
complied by George Borusie-
wich are very informative and
sometimes dismaying. But
Wilfred Szczesny’s “Nine
Decades of Struggle” are out-
standing.

I congratulate him for his
work on this overview of our
history within the context of
the historical happenings.”

Audrey Moysiuk,
Vancouver, BC

banking and economic domi-
nance. Millions of new skilled
and underpaid workers were
added to the labour pool, and
new markets for EU products
were created. This was all
good for European imperialist
states, but Europe remained
resource poor, and if the
United States were to remain
useful, it had to satisfy those
needs too.

As the world’s largest im-
porter of oil, the US could not
supply any oil to the Europe-
ans, but it could use its unpar-
alleled military strength to
steal oil resources from other
states and supply them to its
loyal satellites. The American
obsession with this objective
has dominated US foreign
policy ever since the demise
of the USSR, and is responsi-
ble for all the recent Ameri-
can wars, whether involving
the US directly or under their
sponsorship.

Much of the oil was situ-
ated in Soviet Central Asian
states and was not easily ac-
cessible. Iran was not a po-
litically suitable route for pipe-
lines, and Russia was to be
avoided as a transit route at
all cost. Even though Russia
had oil and gas for export and

Oil imports: Net (most
recent) by country

Country (barrels/day)
United States: 10,400,000
Japan: .............. 5,300,000
Germany: ........ 2,600,000
France: ............ 1,850,000
Italy: ................. 1,690,000
China: .............. 1,600,000
Spain: ............... 1,500,000
India:................ 1,200,000

SOURCE: CI4A World
Factbook, 28 July, 2005
http://www.nationmaster.
com/ graph/
ene oil imp net-energy-
oil-imports-net
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America did not, Europe was
urged to see America as its
energy guarantor.

To achieve dominance over
oil resources, the United
States had to create or insti-
gate wars in order to carve
out favourable political geog-
raphy. The Chechen war was
meant to force Russia out of
the Caucasus, Georgia fell
under American sway, and the
Azeri oil pipeline made a de-
tour around Armenia to pass
through Georgia and Turkey
and terminate at Ceyhan, just
to quench Israel’s thirst for oil.

It is now clear that Yugo-
slavia was broken up, and
bombed, with Serbia kicked
out of Kosovo, to create a
safe pipeline route for the EU.

Siphoning of Central Asian
oil and gas resources neces-
sitated the invention of the
“Taliban threat”, Iraqi weap-
ons of mass destruction, and
other fairy tales.

The butchery and the divi-
sion of Iraq is now complete,
and the Americans are
perched on the world’s sec-
ond largest reserves of oil.

While oil can easily be
shipped by tankers, in the
case of gas this is not eco-
nomically feasible and direct
pipelines are essential. It is out
of necessity and geographic
imperatives that Russia has
become Europe’s indispensa-
ble supplier of natural gas.

While the US can not sup-
ply gas to Europe, it has used
its influence with the Yu-
shchenko government in Ukr-
aine to sabotage Russian de-
liveries on several occasions,
in order to persuade the Eu-
ropeans that Russia is not a
reliable supplier, even though
this is untrue.

There is nobody else who
can fill Europe’s need for
natural gas. The Europeans
know it, and the US is becom-
ing redundant in the process.
If the US had had another five
years of Yeltsin in power, they
could have achieved their ini-
tial ambitions at least partially.

The US is losing the battle
for mastery of post-Soviet oil
and gas resources. By pre-
serving its sovereign rights
over energy resources, Rus-
sia has strengthened her po-
sition and influence, and de-
nied America free reign in the
region.

Moreover, Russia is build-
ing alternative gas routes; The
North Stream, under the Bal-
tic Sea, and The Southern
Stream, through the Black
Sea, will supply northern and
southern Europe, so that
Ukraine’s machinations will
become ineffectual. Once
these gas pipelines are com-
pleted and operating, any
American pipelines would be-
come redundant and uneco-
nomical.

Europe knows that it now
has a symbiotic relationship
with Russia. Europe’s well-
being and security are based

(Continued on page 14.)
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Ukrainian News Briefs Selected by George Borusiewich

Chornobyl
Pensions Cut

The global crisis may force
the government of Ukraine to
cut down on the number of
people receiving compensa-
tion as victims of the Chorno-
byl nuclear power plant explo-
sion.

The government recently
suggested narrowing the area
currently considered contami-
nated, thus cutting down on
benefits paid to all residents
of this area. A bill that pro-
poses to eliminate 332 settle-
ments from the list of con-
taminated localities was intro-
duced to the Verkhovna Rada
(Ukrainian parliament).

“Recent radiology reports
have shown that 332 settle-
ments can be cleared of their
hazardous status,” Emergency
Ministry Vladimir Shandra
told the Members of Parlia-
ment.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of
Labour and Social Policy says
that the budget allocates only
one tenth of the funds for
Chornobyl pensions that is
necessary.

The explosion at the Chor-
nobyl Nuclear Plant in 1986
resulted in a huge release of
radioactivity into the environ-
ment. The majority of affected
areas are now considered to
be safe for settlement and
economic activity.

Donbas Arena

(This report appeared re-
cently in the Kyiv Post.)

A brand new stadium in the
city of Donetsk in the Donbas
area in eastern Ukraine is be-
ing built by billionaire Rinat
Akhmetov, Ukraine’s richest
man. The stadium, expected
to be one of the best in Eu-
rope, is scheduled to be com-
pleted this summer.

It will be one of several
Ukrainian stadiums that will
host games during the Union
of European Football Associa-
tions’ Euro 2012 Tournament,
which will be co-hosted by
Ukraine and Poland.

The Donetsk stadium will
seat about 50,000 spectators,
and is the first in Eastern Eu-
rope designed and built in line
with Elite-Class UEFA stand-
ards, the so-called 5-Star
Standard.

As recession bites Ukraine
hard, many worry that the
cash-strapped country will not
complete preparations in time
for the Euro 2012 tournament.
Yet, unlike Poland, construc-
tion and renovation of stadi-
ums is near completion in
Ukraine thanks to financial
backing by soccer-crazed
benefactors such as Akhme-
tov.

Experts are more worried
about Ukraine’s ability to
renovate its airports and build
new hotels in time for the tour-

nament.
(Nice to hear some good
news for a change. — GB)

Protests Grow

Over 20,000 people recently
poured into the centre of
Kyiv to demonstrate against
their country’s pro-Western
government. The protest was
led by anti-Orange opposition
leader Viktor Yanukovich.

The opposition protest took
place in Independence Square,
the focus of the Orange Revo-
lution that brought Yushchen-
ko and Tymoshenko to power.

Demonstrators waved
flags, chanted slogans, and
shouted “out with the Prime
Minister” and “out with the
Orange coalition”.

During his address from the
podium, Viktor Yanukovich
rallied the crowd with, “The
faster they go, the faster we
will restore order together in
the country, the faster our fac-
tories will be back at work
and the faster our economy
will start to grow.”

Ukraine is one of the na-
tions hardest hit by the global
economic crisis, but the gov-
ernment has been paralysed
by a poisonous feud between
President Viktor Yushchenko
and Prime Minister Yulia
Tymoshenko (both Orange co-
leaders).

War Over
Gogol

The 200th anniversary of
famous writer Nikolai Gogol’s
birth in April became the lat-
est point of contention be-
tween Ukraine and Russia.
Experts from each country
claim Gogol as their national
hero.

Even his place of birth
seems in dispute — the Ca-
nadian newspaper National
Post states that he was born
in Poltava (central Ukraine),
Radio Free Europe states he
was born in Nizhyn (northern
Ukraine), Russia Profile.org
states that he was born in the
village of Sorochyntsi (central
Ukraine), while Moscow
Times states that he was born
in Myrhorod (central Ukr-
aine).

That he was born in what
is now Ukraine is not in ques-
tion. That he was educated in
Ukraine and that he then
moved to St. Petersburg (Rus-
sia) is not in question.

While living in Russia, he
did the bulk of his stories and
plays, which he wrote in Rus-
sian. His most famous work,
Dead Souls, was a satirical
look at Russian society. And
when he died in 1852, his body
was buried in the city in which
he died — Moscow.

However, in an uncompro-
mising statement, Ukrainian
President Viktor Yushchenko
said, “I think all arguments

about where he belongs are
pointless and even humiliating
to some extent. He no doubt
belongs in Ukraine. Gogol
wrote in Russian, but he
thought and felt in Ukrainian.”

(Ironically, Yushchenko,
who has tried to irritate and
provoke Russia at every op-
portunity and push Ukraine
into the arms of America’s
NATO, is embracing a man,
Gogol, who was a dedicated
Russia—Ukraine “unionist”.
Gogol’s politics were commit-
ted to the irrevocable union of
Ukraine and Russia.

Furthermore, in Yushchen-
ko’s Ukraine, Ukrainian
schoolchildren are not allowed
to read Gogol in the original
Russian, but must read his
works in a Ukrainian transla-
tion).

Donkey
Museum

A first-ever Ukrainian mu-
seum dedicated to donkeys
has opened on a farm in
Zalesnoye village in Crimea.

Over 100 carts, harnesses,
collars, other donkey-related
items and 56 donkeys are on
display.

The founder of the museum,
Nikolay Pomogalov, said that
he was keen to show off the
donkey’s invaluable help to
people throughout history, in-
cluding the Second World
War.

“During the Crimean War
(1853-1856), donkeys were
used to deliver cannon balls
and light cannons. They were
also indispensable in World
War II guerilla operations.

“Admission will be free. We
want people to have a chance
to get to know these wonder-
ful animals better and fall in
love with them — just as our
family has done,” Pomogalov
said enthusiastically.

The 56 donkeys that live
there enjoy an active social life
— transporting tourists, tak-
ing part in theatrical perform-
ances, and even starring in
several movies.

The village of Zalesnoye
also boasts the first monument
to the donkey erected in
Ukraine.

Scantily-
Dressed
Women

Femen, a grassroots wom-
en’s movement, has come out
into the streets of Kyiv on a
mission to educate foreigners
that Ukraine is not a sex tour-
ism destination. Their mes-
sage — Ukrainian beauty is
not for sale.

Composed mainly of univer-
sity students, the organization
has recently stepped up its
campaign, in recognition of
the fact that spring weather
brings short skirts (and eager

male customers) to city
streets.

The Femenites, dressed in
scanty attire, handed out pink
leaflets on the main thorough-
fare, Khreshchatyk Street,
warning male visitors that
prostitution is illegal in
Ukraine.

On the same street, repre-
sentatives of strip clubs and
massage clubs handed out
their own counter-advertise-
ments.

Ukraine has one of the fast-
est-growing rates of AIDS
and sexually transmitted dis-
eases in Europe. Femen is
determined to reverse stere-
otypes of Ukraine as a sexual
playground.

Capitalism At
Work

(This item is very loosely
based on a report, with my
own conclusions added, in the
Kyiv Post).

After years of careless
lending and bad management
practices, many Ukrainian
banks are in trouble and are
seeking government bailouts.
Now they’re begging the state,
and therefore, the taxpayers,
to pick up the tab and take
over banks that offer little in
return besides huge liabilities
and distressed borrowers.

No one knows the extent of
the bad debt.

Meanwhile, ordinary Ukr-
ainians are getting doubly hit.
Not only are their taxes being
used to salvage these banks,
but once rescued, the banks
are reluctant (or refusing) to
allow taxpayers to withdraw
their own deposits from the
banks.

At the same time, no bank
owners have yet announced
that they will use the wealth
accumulated during the fat
years to bail out banks they
may have mismanaged into
crisis. Is it fair (or is it capi-
talism?) that the Ukrainian
working man has to save the
very banks that won’t return
their deposits, while the bank-
ers safely keep hold of their
riches?

UFO’s Are Real

Leonid Kadeniuk, capitalist
Ukraine’s first astronaut, has
gone on record stating that he
believes UFOs (unidentified
flying objects) are real and of
alien origin.

Kadeniuk, a participant in
American NASA’s Columbia
Shuttle space project as part
of the international mission
STS-87, made known his
opinions in an interview with
the well-known newspaper
Pravda Ukrainy.

Although he has not seen a
UFO himself, he recalls that
during his time as a fighter pi-
lot in Moscow in the days of
the old USSR he had met

other pilots who had encoun-
tered them while on missions.

He also mentions that he
was warned by his superiors
and trainers that in the event
of seeing a UFO while flying
he should avoid any contact
and not attempt to approach
it. He has studied the topic,
and has come to the conclu-
sion that UFO’s use electro-
magnetic and gravitational
forces to fly.

He argues that the current
human method of travelling
into space has run its course
and it is time we too attempt
to develop methods using
these forces for space travel.
He believes that, in this man-
ner, we will conquer space’s
mind-boggling distances.

Worst
President

Ukrainians rate Viktor Yu-
shchenko to be the worst
president since Ukraine’s
switch to capitalism in 1991.

According to a poll con-
ducted by TNS Ukraine, just
7% of Ukrainians rate Yu-
shchenko as the best of the
three, the others being Leonid
Kuchma, who held the post
from 1994 until 2005, and
Leonid Kravchuk, who held
the post from 1991 to 1994.

A total of 21% said Krav-
chuk was the best, while 39%
put Kuchma on top. About
27% of respondents had dif-
ficulty in answering the ques-
tion, while 6% refused to an-
SWer.

Current president Viktor
Yushchenko’s term in office
is due to end late this year or
early next year.

The results of this poll must
give Leonid Kuchma a great
deal of satisfaction. In con-
trast to Viktor Yushchenko’s
headlong rush into the arms of
the United States and NATO,
Kuchma attempted to steer a
middle course between Rus-
sia and the West. For this, he
was vilified and humiliated by
the United States and its al-
lies, and made the object of
unproven innuendo.

An opinion piece by politi-
cal expert Anders Aslund pub-
lished in The Moscow Times
last year stated, “His (Kuch-
ma’s) second term, from 1999
to 2004, was Ukraine’s most
productive in terms of both
legislation and economic
growth. He managed to rule
Ukraine, which is a difficult
art.”

No Booze,
Please

Restrictions may soon be
imposed on the sale of alco-
hol in Kyiv restaurants and
shops located in residential
buildings. For the sake of pub-
lic peace, alcohol may be pro-
hibited from 11:00 p.m. until
8:00 a.m.
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Toronto AUUC Honours
Two Members |

Natalka Mochoruk (left) and Marie Prociw were honoured
by the AUUC Toronto Branch with a Gala Celebration on April
5 at the AUUC Cultural Centre.

On Sunday April 5, 2009,
the Toronto AUUC Cultural
Centre was filled to overca-
pacity by friends and well-
wishers for a Gala Celebra-
tion, hosted by the AUUC
Toronto Branch, to pay trib-
ute to Natalka Mochoruk and
Marie Prociw, two long-stand-
ing members whose dedica-
tion and talents, both artistic
and organizational, have made
an indelible mark on the To-
ronto AUUC Branch.

Befitting the occasion, the
hall was beautifully decorated,
with tables adorned with or-
ange gladiolas and matching
orange napkins. A wreath
hung from the ceiling, and a
portrait of Taras Shevchenko
stared out from the front of
the hall.

At the entrance, guests
were greeted by Patricia
Dzatko, as she sat by a vase
of orange chrysanthemums.

As guests mingled and vis-
ited the displays showcasing
Natalka’s and Marie’s accom-
plishments, Peter Krochak
provided background music
on the keyboard. On occasion,
joyous guests broke into spon-
taneous singing of some of the
popular songs.

The afternoon’s proceed-
ings began with opening re-
marks by George Borusie-
wich, President of the AUUC
Toronto Branch. George wel-
comed the guests and ex-
pressed the pleasure of the
AUUC Toronto Branch Ex-
ecutive that both Natalka and
Marie accepted their invitation
to have a tribute in their hon-

Bobbi McKellar, Natalka
Mochoruk’s daughter deliv-
ered the tribute to her mother.

our. He related how both in-
dividuals were staunch sup-
porters of the AUUC and long
term activists and directors
with the Branch.

A sumptuous dinner fol-
lowed, with music provided by
Peter Krochak and then sup-
plemented with songs by the
Hahilka Choir on CD. With
wine on the tables, guests
were treated to borshch,
bread and butter, and salad.
This was followed by meat-
on-a-stick, chicken, gravy,
cabbage rolls, perogies and
Ukrainian crepes.

While coffee and desserts
were served, the tributes to
Natalka and Marie were pre-
sented.

The tribute to Natalka
Mochoruk was prepared and
read by her daughter Bobbi
McKellar (nee Gaureletz).
The tribute to Marie Prociw
was prepared by Vera Boru-
siewich and read by George
Borusiewich. The audience
sat enthralled as the lives and
accomplishments of these ex-
traordinary individuals were
unfolded, and sustained ap-
plause followed.

The honourees were then
presented with orchids.

In their usual modest way,
Natalka and Marie thanked
the Toronto AUUC Branch
and made mention of former
teachers, participants, parents
and members who contributed
to making dreams come true
and fostered these wonderful
memories. Their gratitude
was expressed to Bobbi

George Borusiewich,
AUUC Toronto Branch Presi-
dent, delivered the tribute to
Marie Prociw.

McKellar and Vera Borusie-
wich for preparing the trib-
utes.

In keeping with the festive
atmosphere of the afternoon,
a light and humorous program
of song was presented by the
Hahilka Choir, under the di-
rection of Natalka and ac-
companied by Peter Krochak
on the keyboard. The first
item by the choir was “Zhar-
tiviyvi kolomiyky”, featuring
Claudia Rabzak, Terry Rivest,
Maria Gargal and Lorna
Clark. This was followed by
the comical “Priyshla kuma
do kumin’ky” which show-
cased Lorna Clark and Mary
Gargal in all their acting splen-
dour, with Peter Krochak, Joe
Dzatko and Natalka in cameo
roles. The hilarious antics of
this song brought roars of
laughter from the audience.

The rest of the afternoon
was spent by the guests visit-
ing the tribute displays, remi-
niscing about good times and
socializing with friends. This
was certainly a memorable
day, and guests left grudgingly
as the day ended.

As with all events, it is the
volunteers whose dedication
make wonderful things hap-
pen. Many thanks go to
George Borusiewich, Nancy
Stewart, Connie Prince,
Bernardine Dobrowolsky,
Anne Bobyk, and Matthew
and Mark Stewart for ar-
rangements and decorations.
As usual, we thank Jerry
Dobrowolsky for photo-
graphs. Special thanks go to
Vera Borusiewich for her out-
standing work on ticket sales.

For your enjoyment, edited
versions of the tributes are
presented below.

NATALKA MOCHORUK

Natalka was born in the
City of Pinsk, Ukraine, on
June 8, 1928.

Her father, Damien, was a
music professor and choir
master and her mother, Ylena,
was a singer and played piano
in an amateur theatre.

Natalka began violin les-
sons at age 6, taught by her
father, and later was enrolled,
with her brother Ross, in a
music conservatory in Dubno,
a city in Western Ukraine. By
age 12, Natalka dreamed of
becoming a concert violinist.

But World War II was rag-
ing, and in May, 1943, at the
age of 14, Natalka and her
brother were taken by force
during their violin lessons by
the Gestapo and shipped in
cattle cars to Germany as
forced labour along with thou-
sands of other young people.
Natalka would never see her
father again (he died in 1969)
and did not see her mother
until 1970.

We apologize to
Lorna Clark for mis-
spelling her name in a
caption on page 16 of
our April, 2009, issue.
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A full hall of weII-W|shers attended the trlbute to Natalka
Mochoruk and Marie Prociw.

In Germany, she was forced
to work very hard, and never
knew from one day to the
other if she would survive the
perils of the war or the hun-
ger and sickness that befell
the camps.

However, one miracle oc-
curred: the Gestapo never
took their violins from Natalka
or her brother.

When the war ended, they
left the town of Michelstetten
and walked for one night and
two days to Saltsburg. There
they found postings on tel-
ephone poles that a Ukrainian
musical theatre was forming
and was looking for singers,
dancers and musicians. With
the posted address, off they
went, and found themselves
back with their own people at
Camp Lexenfeld 21, spon-
sored by the United Nations
Refugee Resettlement Asso-
ciation, headed by Eleanor
Roosevelt from the USA.

The theatre was made up
of a Concert Group, an Op-
era Group and an Operetta
Group. Natalka participated in
all three. She joined the or-
chestra, and then started to
sing as it was discovered she
had a beautiful soprano voice.
She also began to dance and
received ballet training, and
took part in the drama group.

The theatre was very busy,
entertaining American sol-
diers at the Red Cross Club,
the Officers Club, and clubs
for soldiers of other nationali-
ties, as well as providing en-
tertainment to the local popu-
lation and people at various
Displaced People camps. She

#” if @ u

The Hahilka Ch0|r conducted by Natalka Mochoruk and
accompanied by Peter Krochak, entertained with a short but
entertaining program of humorous songs.

had the pleasure of entertain-
ing Eleanor Roosevelt on one
of the theatre group’s many
visits to camps in Europe.

Natalka worked in this
theatre until June, 1948, and
then decided to immigrate to
Canada. On August 9, 1949
she and hundreds of others ar-
rived in Canada, and at the
tender age of 21, started her
new life in Montreal.

In Montreal, she met Alex
Gaureletz, who was dancing
with the Ruth Sorel Ballet
Company. In 1950, Natalka
moved to Hamilton and mar-
ried Alex. That was the year
she joined the AUUC.

In 1952, a daughter,
Melody, was born, and then a
second daughter, Bobbi, in
1954. Sadly, Melody passed
away in 1957, and the mar-
riage did not survive.

In 1953, the Verkhovyna
Trio was born, with Natalka
as a member. The Trio toured
Canada and Ontario for 5
years and recorded a very
successful album which is still
being sold in Western Canada.

In 1963, Natalka and her
daughter Bobbi moved to To-
ronto. Natalka immediately
joined the Hahilka Choir, and
also sang as a soloist with the
Shevchenko Male Chorus for
almost ten years. She sang in
the operas Kateryna and
Zaporozhets za Dunayem,
staged by the Toronto AUUC.
In 1964, she travelled with the
Shevchenko Ensemble across
Canada, singing duets with the
late John Bokla. She travelled
with the Shevchenko Ensem-

(Continued on page 11.)
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Over 200 people entered the Polish Cultural Centre in Welland on March 29 to enjoy a

concert jointly presented by the AUUC Welland Branch and the National Shevchenko Musi-
cal Ensemble Guild of Canada.

The audience of over 200
people at the Polish Cultural
Centre in Welland on March
29 who gathered for a concert
featuring the Shevchenko
Choir of the National Shev-
chenko Musical Ensemble
Guild of Canada and the
Welland Mandolin Orchestra
of the Association of United
Ukrainian Canadians clearly
judged the event a success.

The concert began with
“Welcome” (Laskavo prosy-
mo), sung by the Shevchenko
Choir, with soloists Tetyana
Shkymba and Herman Rom-
bouts, accompanied by the
Welland Mandolin Orchestra.
Tamara Danyluk presented
the bread and salt.

A set of five choral num-
bers ensued, starting with “I’ll
Go to the Mountain” (Oy
pidu ya mezhi hory), with so-

4

Tetyana Shkymba, so-
prano, was a favourite both
as a soloist and in duets with
Herman Rombouts.

prano solo sung by Tetyana
Shkymba in a strong, clear
voice.

The popular bass-baritone
soloist Herman Rombouts fol-
lowed with “Starlit Night”
(Zoryana Nich).

In his one appearance in
this half, bass-baritone soloist
John Nieboer sang “The End-
less Steppe” (Step da step
krugom).

Herman Rombouts return-
ed with “Styenka Razin”, a
Russian folk song about a leg-
endary leader of the Don Cos-
sacks.

To end the set, soloist
Tetyana Shkymba presented
“The Wheat Sheaf” (Pshe-
nychne pereveslo).

In this set, conducted by
Alexander Veprinsky, the
choir and the soloists demon-
strated why the group has

The popular bass-baritone
Herman Rombouts was a pil-
lar of the Shevchenko Choir’s
program.

! PN i
Alexander Veprinsky, conductor of the Shevchenko Choir,

gave constant support and encouragement, as the idea of a
joint concert grew into a reality.

such an excellent reputation.

The choir then left the
stage, and the orchestra, con-
ducted by Rudy Wasylenky,
continued with a set of six
numbers.

The first, “Festive Medley”,
and the last, “Centennial Trib-
ute”, were music from the
last two AUUC national fes-
tivals.

“Golden Autumn” (Osinye
zoloto) was sung by Connie
Prince and Terry Rivest.

Connie Prince returned
with “At the Burial Mound”
(Na kurhani).

The women’s songs were
punctuated by the orchestral
“Ukrainian Melodies”.

The other song in the set
was “Oh, the Lads Rode from
the Fair!” (Oy yeekhaly
khloptsee z yarmarku), with
Wilfred Szczesny and Rudy
Wasylenky in duet.

Having closed the first half,
the orchestra opened the sec-
ond, with five numbers. Aside
from an instrumental arrange-
ment of “Don’t Cry For Me,
Argentina”, the set included
“Enchanted Desna River”
(Zacharovana Desna) with
Terry Rivest and Connie
Prince, and ended with three
pieces — There’s Nothing
Like a Cossack” (Kozats-
komu rodu nema perevodu),
“The Cossacks Rode” (YVi-
khaly khloptsi) and “Ukrain-
ian Folk Medley”— featur-
ing the Wilfred Szczesny and

¢ ki) g
oL e & ﬁ:
The rich bass-baritone
voice of John Nieboer was
particularly effective in
“When | Fall in Love”, one
of his two solo numbers.

-
The

ucon.cert started with “Welcome” (Lasavo osymo)
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sung by the choir, with soloists Tetyana Shkymba and Herman
Rombouts. Bread and salt was presented Tamara Danyluk of

Welland.

Rudy Wasylenky vocal duet.

The Shevchenko Choir re-
turned to the stage to give the
concert a rousing finish, be-
ginning with the chorus from
the opera The Bartered Bride,
and continuing with the Se-
phardic Folk Song “Adiyo,
Kerida” (Farewell, My
Love).

In her only solo appear-
ance, soprano Helen Spiers
enchanted the audience with
“Bravo Monsieur le

Soprano Terry Rivest (left)
and alto Connie Prince sang
two duets with the orchestra.
Connie also appeared as a
soloist.

Rudy Wasylenkyjconductor of the WIIand Mandolin Or-

Monde”.

This was followed by “Ave
Maria” and “Zitti, Zitti”
(Quiet, Quiet) from the opera
Rigoletto.

John Nieboer’s perform-
ance of “When I Fall in Love”,
the penultimate number
moved some in the audience
to tears. Others were equally
moved, though not to tears, by
the final “The Cossack Went
Beyond the Danube” (Yikhav

(Continued on page 12.)
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Orchestra conductor Rudy
Wasylenky (left) and instru-
mentalist Wilfred Szczesny
joined voices in four num-
bers, to audience approval.

chestra of the AUUC, conceived the project and nursed it to

fruition.
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Two Members

(Continued from page 8.)
ble on their concert tour of
Ukraine, which resulted with
a reunion with her mother.

A major highlight of her life
was her marriage to Merse
Mochoruk and the birth of
their son Vasia in 1967.

In 1979, Natalka became
the conductor of the Hahilka
Choir. Sadly, Merse passed
away three years ago but
Natalka continues as an ac-
tive participant in the AUUC
Toronto Branch, working dili-
gently, writing music and con-
ducting the Hahilka Choir of
the AUUC, as well as the
Beryozka Choir of the Fed-
eration of Russian Canadians.

Natalka is a very strong
and talented person who loves
to share her music with eve-
ryone. She gives credit to eve-
ryone who has made a contri-
bution to our Ukrainian herit-
age and to those who love to
listen. After all, without them
there would be no performing
arts.

MARIE PROCIW

Marie Mae Prociw, nee
Demers, was born in Windsor,
Ontario, to a French Canadian
family of five sisters and five
brothers. Being the eldest of
the sisters, she helped her
mother look after her siblings,
and at an early age helped
with the family finances.

Her father, Wilfred, was a
master of the violin, and an ex-
cellent musician who played a
variety of instruments. An ex-
perienced stage performer, he
helped Marie become one of
Ontario’s best acrobatic danc-
ers.

At age 3’5, Marie was al-
ready enrolled in gymnastics
school and at age 4, she was
already bowing to applause
from across the footlights.

At age 6, she won the On-
tario Silver Trophy as an ac-
robat, repeating that feat at
age 9, when she turned pro-
fessional!

Like many performers be-
fore her, Marie started in a
small way, performing at lo-
cal fairs in Ontario and the
USA. Her acrobatic routines
and warm personality made

Marie a very popular per-
former, which kept her busy
filling engagements on con-
cert stages, in night clubs, and
before TV cameras.

She finally settled down to
a steady job when she signed
a three-year contract with
Canadian band-leader Mart
Kenney. She appeared with
his orchestra nightly, touring
across Canada and the USA.
At this time she also appeared
on “Pick The Stars” and other
TV shows.

During an appearance in
Toronto one day in 1953, she
happened to visit the Finnish-
Canadian Sports Federation.
The gymnastics coach was a
Ukrainian Canadian boy
named Jerry Prociw. It was
love at first sight. Jerry imme-
diately invited Marie to visit
his gymnastic classes at the
AUUC Hall at 300 Bathurst
Street. Her reaction was
“wow”, and she accepted his
invitation. Three years later
they were married.

In the interim, Marie con-
tinued her professional career.
In 1954, two years before her
marriage to Jerry, she was
chosen by the Canadian gov-
ernment, along with five oth-
ers, to entertain troops in Ko-
rea during the Korean War.
Marie toured cities in Korea
and Japan, and even gave per-
formances at the battlefront.
Marie considers this one of
the greatest experiences of
her life.

In 1957, a year after she
married Jerry, she made a suc-
cessful tour of several Euro-
pean cities, giving perform-
ances in concert halls and
nightclubs.

Little by little, Marie started
to transfer her talents and at-
tention from her career as a
top-notch professional enter-
tainer to her role as a coach
of children at the Toronto
AUUC Hall. With Jerry’s
guidance, Marie became co-
director of the AUUC chil-
dren’s school, jointly respon-
sible not only for the planning
and organization of the school,
but also for the teaching at all
levels of the gymnastic classes
and the Ukrainian and French

JoKe TiMe

At one point during a game,
the coach called one of his 7-
year-old hockey players aside
and asked, “Do you under-
stand what cooperation is?
What a team is?”

The little boy nodded in the
affirmative.

“Do you understand that
what matters is not whether
we win or lose, but how we
play together as a team?”

The little boy nodded yes.

“So,” the coach continued,

“I'm sure you know, when a
penalty is called, you shouldn't
argue, curse, attack the ref-
eree, or call him a pecker-
head.

“Do you understand all
that?”

Again the little boy nodded.

He continued, “And when
I call you off the ice so that
another boy gets a chance to
play, it’s not good sportsman-
ship to call your coach ‘a
dumb a--hole’, is it?”

Again the little boy nodded.

“Good,” said the coach.
“Now go over there and ex-
plain all that to your mother.”

Canadian dance classes.
When their son Eli came of
age, they trained him to as-
sume part of the teaching re-
sponsibility.

The school taught gymnas-
tics, dancing (Ukrainian and
French Canadian), Ukrainian
language and mandolin. At its
peak, over 200 students were
enrolled in the school. Marie
and Jerry taught children at
300 Bathurst for an incredible
30 years!

In addition, Marie actively
participated in AUUC life by
serving on numerous commit-
tees, such as the School Com-
mittee, Parent’s Committee,
Costume Committee, Concert
Committee, Green and Gold
Club Committee, Christmas
Party Committee and the
Camp Palermo Committee,
Quite a load!

Marie and Jerry partici-
pated in every AUUC festi-
val across Canada. Marie re-
members two of them with
particular pride.

The first was the 1961
AUUC festival at Varsity
Arena in Toronto, when Marie
was in charge as 500 AUUC
children from across Canada,
6 to 12 years old, gathered to
perform “Rhythms of the
Dnieper”. Not only was Marie
solely and totally responsible
for choreographing this spec-
tacular event, she was also
responsible for the costume
design. Marie visited each
AUUC branch across Canada
during the months before the
festival to train the local
teachers to teach the compli-
cated routines to their chil-
dren.

The second festival that left
a strong impression on Marie
was the 1980 Festival in Ed-
monton, where her Toronto
Senior Girls Class performed
a modern gymnastic drill with
hoops and balls. She received
a letter from Bill Harasym,
who was then the AUUC
National President, stating,
“The National Executive Com-
mittee wishes to take this op-
portunity to thank you, and
through you, all those around
you who contributed to this
important and proud achieve-
ment”.

Marie continues to be a
strong AUUC supporter. Not
only does she frequently par-
ticipate in our activities, but by
keeping alive the memory of
her husband, she continues to
remind us of her late husband
Jerry’s major contribution to
our organization.

In the last 15 years, Marie
has organized and mounted
two important and successful
exhibitions of his paintings.
Those exhibitions were not
only a monument to Jerry;
they were also a tribute to
Marie — to her vision, her de-
votion to Jerry, and her deter-
mination to win for Jerry the
respect, admiration and recog-
nition which she believes he
rightly deserved.

— Joe Dzatko

: JOIN US!

Join us for a new season of AUUC
activities! Each Branch has a unique
schedule of events and activities. To
discover what we have to offer, contact

the AUUC in your area:

AUUC NATIONAL OFFICE

National Executive Committee AUUC

595 Pritchard Avenue

Winnipeg MB R2W 2K4

Phone: 800-856-8242 Fax:(204) 589-3404
E-mail: auuckobzar@mts.net

VANCOUVER BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre

805 East Pender Street

Vancouver BC V6A 1V9

Phone: (604) 254-3436 Fax:(604)254-3436
E-mail: auucvancouver@telus.net

CALGARY BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre
3316-28 Avenue SW
Calgary AB T3EORS
Phone: (403)246-1231

EDMONTON BRANCH

Ukrainian Centre
11018-97 Street
EdmontonAB T5H2M9
Phone: (780)424-2037
E-mail:auucedm@telus.net

INNISFREE BRANCH

c¢/o Mike Feschuk

Box 216

Innisfree AB  TOB 2GO0
Phone: (780)592-2127

VEGREVILLE BRANCH

c/o Lil Humeniuk

Box 481

Vegreville AB T9C 1R6
Phone: (780) 632-3021

REGINA BRANCH

Ukrainian Cultural Centre
1809 Toronto Street
ReginaSK  S4P 1M7
Phone: (306) 522-1188

WINNIPEG BRANCH

Ukrainian Labour Temple

591 Pritchard Avenue

WinnipegMB R2W 2K4

Phone: (204) 582-9269  Fax: 589-3404

OTTAWA BRANCH

c/o Robert Seychuk

24 Attwood Crescent
Ottawa ON K2E 5A9
Phone: (613)228-0990

SUDBURY BRANCH
Jubilee Centre
195 Applegrove Street
Sudbury ON P3C 1N4
Phone: (705) 674-5534

TORONTO BRANCH

AUUC Cultural Centre

1604 Bloor Street West

Toronto ON M6P 1A7

Phone: (416) 588-1639  Fax: 588-9180
wilfredszczesny(@gmail.com

WELLAND BRANCH

Ukrainian Labour Temple
342 Ontario Road
WellandON L3B5C5
Phone: (905) 732-5656

Fax: (780) 424-2013

PAGE 11

E-mail: calauuc@telus.net




PAGE 12

Who, What, When, Where

Edmonton — The Edmonton AUUC Seniors’ Club
will hold its monthly celebration at the Ukrainian Centre,
11018-97 Street, starting at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 19.

* * *

Toronto — The Hahilka Choir of the AUUC will be
special guests, with the Podushka Dancers, as the Beryozka
Choir of the Federation of Russian Canadians marks
Dyen Pobedy (Victory Day) at the FRC hall, 6 Denison
Avenue, at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 3. A delicious hot
meal is included. Admission: $20.00 (nonmembers —
$25.00) Seating is limited —call Irene at 416-239-8094 or
Helen at 416-968-0397.

* * *

THE

Toronto — The AUUC Toronto Branch will host a
Bazaar at the AUUC Cultural Centre, 1604 Bloor Street
West, from 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 30. Included in the
plans are a bake sale, a rummage sale, arts and crafts sale, and
much more. For more information, to donate, or to volunteer,
call Pat or Joe at 416-604-8724.

* * *

Winnipeg — Spring Concert, featuring the AUUC
School of Folk Dance, the Yunist Dancers, the Festival Choir,
the Winnipeg Mandolin Orchestra, and the Praetorius Early
Music Ensemble, will be staged at 2:00 p.m., on Sunday, May
3, atthe Ukrainian Labour Temple, Pritchard and McGregor.

* * *

Winnipeg — On Saturday, May 9, at 8:00 p.m., at the
Ukrainian Labour Temple, Pritchard and McGregor,
“Mostly Mandolins” will be presented by the Winnipeg
Mandolin Orchestra, with the Praetorius Early Music
Ensemble and special guests.

% % *

Winnipeg — “Doors Open”, an open house sponsored
by Winnipeg AUUC Branch in conjunction with the Cana-
dian Society for Ukrainian Labour Research and Herit-
age Winnipeg, will be hosted on Sunday, May 24, 10:00 a.m
to 4:00 p.m., at the Ukrainian Labour Temple, Pritchard and
McGregor. Tours on every hour and half hour will include
a brief history of the cultural and ethnic community at the time
the building was constructed, the special role of theatre, the
press, politics and growth of orchestral, choral and dance
groups, and the impact of the Winnipeg General Strike of 1919.

* * *

Readers of the Ukrainian Canadian Herald are in-
vited to submit items of interest to the progressive
Ukrainian Canadian community for free listing in this
column. The deadline for material is the 10th of the
month preceding the month of publication.

Celebrating a living legend...
Celebrating Mary Kuzyk

with the
SHEVCHENKO MUSICAL EN

Alexander Veprinsky, Artistic Director

guest artists

DESNA UKRAINIAN DANC
Y Qe

Ukrainian, Russian, French & Italian
Folk, World & Classical Songs, Music and Dance

Sunday, May 24 « 2:00 p.m.
Leah Posluns Theatre
4588 Bathurst St (north of Sheppard) ¢ Free parking

$30 ($28 Seniors/Students/$15 child)
Call 416-533-2725 « E-mail: info-sme@bellnet.ca
VISA orders add $2 per ticket
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AUUC-SME
Concert

(Continued from page 9.)
kozak za Dunai), sung by the
duet of Herman Rombouts
and Tetyana Shkymba.

MC for the concert was
Richard Szymczyk

Success was not divinely
pre-ordained; there were sev-
eral concerns, and challenges
which were beyond the rou-
tine.

One concern was whether
an audience could be at-
tracted. Welland AUUC had
not hosted an event on this
scale since the millennium cel-
ebration. Subsequent events
were held at the Ukrainian
Labour Temple, a much small-
er venue, and have included a
meal in the price of admission.
Welland being as removed as
it is from Toronto, there was
doubt about support beyond
the Niagara area.

For the Welland hosts, and
the performers, it was indeed
a pleasure to see all the filled
seats, some of them occupied
by people who had never be-
fore attended a performance
either by the choir or the or-
chestra.

A particular challenge for
the orchestra was preparing to
accompany the choir. The ac-
companiments were techni-
cally challenging, and there
was not much time to prepare.
In addition, during the first re-
hearsals of the pieces there
were uncertainties about the
tempi at which the pieces
were to be played, and about
the meaning of some unfamil-
iar musical notation.

Challenges are there to be
met, and met they were. At
each rehearsal, more of the
questions were answered.
Extra orchestral rehearsals
were added. About a dozen
Toronto Mandolin Orchestra
players, familiar with the mu-
sic, undertook to buttress the
Welland contingent, some of
them providing needed instru-
ments (like woodwinds) not
found in the Welland orches-
tra but others joining the
strings. Alexander Veprinsky
participated in several re-
hearsals to rehearse the ac-
companiments.

For many years, now, Mr.
Veprinsky’s abilities, skills and
talents in working with the
Shevchenko Musical Ensem-
ble have been well recognized.
In the preparation of this con-
cert, he showed that he is also
able to work very well with
other amateur Canadian en-
sembles.

As he rehearsed the
Welland Mandolin Orchestra,
Alexander Veprinsky dispelled
any thoughts that the concert
might best be cancelled, and
revived the occasionally flag-
ging confidence among the
musicians.

The leadership qualities of
Alexander Veprinsky and
Rudy Wasylenky (whose
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Sustaining Fund

Donations

Steve Balon, Sudbury ON

Thunder Bay ON

C. (Kosty) Kostaniuk, Winnipeg MB
In memory of Kay Klaus, Alice Bilecki,
Anastazia Zurawecki, Morris Leschuk ...... $220.00

In memory of mother, Anastasia Balon

and wife, Matilda Balon
AUUC Thunder Bay, Thunder Bay ON

In memory of John Dowbak, Thunder Bay..100.00
Olive Dowbak & sons Damon, Ron and Family,

In memory of John Dowbak, Thunder Bay..100.00
Diane & Russ Garret, Thunder Bay ON
In memory of John Dowbak, Thunder Bay...100.00

Victor Mihay, Toronto ON .......ccccccecinireneenienene 100.00
Mary Semanowich, Winnipeg MB ........................ 100.00
Walter Witowski, Winnipeg MB ...........cccccvveeenee. 100.00
Walter Fydenchuk, Crediton ON ............ccveneeneen. 70.00
Stella & Edward Moroz, Vancouver BC .............. 70.00
Audrey Moysiuk, Vancouver BC ..........cccccveeeennen. 70.00
Mary Slobojan, Thunder Bay ON

In memory of John Dowbak, a dear friend

and orchestra player since 1950................... 70.00
Sylvia Surette, Richmond BC..............cccoevvveirennnnnn. 70.00

Peter, Lawrence, Myron, and Marcy Holyk
and Family, Kingston ON
In memory of John Dowbak, Thunder Bay.... 60.00

Lucy Antoniw, Edmonton AB ........cccccccoviriiennenn. 50.00
Herma Pozniak, Fernie BC ........cc.ccooeviiivinineennnn. 50.00
John Redko, Whitby ON........cccoveviiivieieieieenen, 50.00
Mary Rydz, Burlington ON .........ccccocevivininienn 50.00
Cheryl Balay, Edmonton AB ........cccccooceviiininnenn 40.00
Adam Nedzielski, Toronto ON .......cccocvvvvevvvvennnnnn. 30.00
Debbie Karras, Burnaby BC.........ccooovevveviveieenen. 25.00

Walter & Mary Petryschuk, Sarnia ON ............... 25.00
Nick & Irene Slobojan, Melville SK .........cccooevveirennnn.

In memory of John Dowbak, Thunder Bay... 25.00
Wilfred Szczesny, Toronto ON

In memory of Fred Stasiuk ...........c.cccc.c....... 25.00
Diane Bilecki, Toronto ON ........ccccccoovvevveinereennnen. 20.00
Ernest & Helen Dmytruk, Burlington ON ............ 20.00
Olga Katrynuk, Welland ON .........ccccooievenininnene. 20.00
Dr. Myron & Elaine Semkuley, Calgary AB ........ 20.00
Mike & Hilda Feschuk, Vegreville AB.................. 10.00

WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE CONTRIBU-
TIONS AND THANKTHE DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROS-
ITY.IF YOURDONATION HAS NOT APPEARED ON THE
PAGES OF THE “UCH”, WATCH FOR IT IN FUTURE

ISSUES.

commitment to the project
never wavered) were key in-
gredients in the successful
completion of this undertaking.

Some vocalists felt hesitant
about appearing on the same
bill as the operatically trained
soloists of the Shevchenko
Choir. The reaction of the au-
dience showed that this con-
cern had no basis.

Part of the strength of the
program was its variety. Most
audience members enjoyed
both the choral and the orches-
tral portions of the presenta-
tion. If some preferred the
classical tradition of the choir,

others preferred the “folksi-
ness” of the orchestra’s vo-
cals. Neither genre needed to
feel unappreciated.

When it was all over, many
members of the Welland Man-
dolin Orchestra said, “I’'m glad
that’s over,” reflecting the ten-
sion and stress of the prepa-
rations and presentation.

However, not one of them
added, “And I wish we had
never done it.” It was a strug-
gle, but the ultimate result was
a well entertained audience,
which is what makes it worth-
while for performers.

— Carl Honour

SANTOOTH

CONSTAVCTION

Sawtooth Construction
Caledon, Ontario

Tel: 905 838-4566
Cell: 416 806-4566

Home Repairs & Renovations

Professional Renovator over 20 yrs

E-mail: sawtoothconstruction@yahoo.ca
Senvicing Toronto, Mississauga, Brampton, Bolton, Caledon, Orangeville

By Eli Prociw

Design and blueprint services
Consultation services

Renovations and Additions
Quality Workmanship
Fully Insured
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Edmonton AUUC Seniors
Theme-Packed March

— Story photos: Victor Horon

e 1
rch birthday celebrant Lucy Antoniw (left) and Edmon-

ton AUUC Seniors President Shirley Uhryn, who was MC.

March is an eventful month,
so the Edmonton AUUC Sen-
iors monthly gathering on
March 17 was not only a birth-
day party for members, but
also a commemoration of
Taras Shevchenko’s birthday,
St. Patrick’s Day and Inter-
national Women’s Day.

A solemn minute of silence
was devoted to the memory of
those who had passed away
in the last month.

The tone of the gathering
changed when the group sang

“Happy Birthday” and “Mno-
haja Leeta” to our birthday
gal, Lucy Antoniw. “That sing-
ing was so great! It just about
made me cry!” Lucy shared
with us.

A tribute to the women
present was given by Paul
Greene, as he told us about the
history and significance of In-
ternational Women’s Day.
Then he gave a carnation to
each woman present, a token
that was graciously received
by all.

Eva Doskoch reminded us
that the strong women of our
past “wanted not only bread,
but roses, too”.

It was noted that President
Obama of the USA, just a few
days before our gathering, had
created a new department in
his government to help women
so they can “sit in the top
row”.

Copies of the prints of some
of Shevchenko’s water col-
ours were shown to the sen-
iors, part of a visual report on
the fund raising project by the
Taras Shevchenko Museum
located in Toronto. From the
Museum, one can buy copies
of twenty different works by
Shevchenko for $15.00 or
$20.00 each, depending on the
size.

(The available watercol-
ours are shown on page 16.
Updated and more complete
information will be provided in
the June issue of the “UCH”.)

Some seniors also are go-
ing to make a donation to the
Shevchenko Museum to help
in their good work.

These seniors’ gatherings
happen because of volunteer
help in many ways — such as
Edna Chmiliar, who phoned

ol
marking St. Patrick’s Day.

everyone the preceding Sun-
day; or Olga and Victor who
cooked the roasters of Irish
stew; and Sherry and crew
who helped to clean the hall
after our gathering.

This month many stayed to
help clean after our social and
this made the job lighter for
each one.

The seniors are working
towards a possible trip with a
bus tour company to go to
Watrous Lake, Saskatchewan,
to the Manitou Hot Springs
with a day trip to the histori-
cal city of Moose Jaw and its
casino there.

— Shirley Uhryn

Ukrainian History: A Rewarding Read

Ukraine: Birth of a Modern Nation by Serhy
Yekelchyk. Oxford University Press, New York, 2007.

ISBN 978-0-19-530546-3.

(Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk, a Ukrainian Canadian historian
of Ukrainian and Russian history, received his B.A. from
the University of Kyiv and his M.A. from the Ukrainian
Academy of Sciences. He completed his Ph.D. at the Uni-
versity of Alberta in 2000. Since 2001, he has taught at
the University of Victoria and is now Chair of the Depart-
ment of Germanic and Slavic Studies. — Wikipedia)

For most of its long, tor-
mented history, Ukraine had
no clearly defined borders,
and thus was unable to claim
nationhood — let alone state-
hood. It wasn’t until fairly re-
cently, 1939, that all Ukrainian
ethnic populations were finally
united under one administra-
tion.

In this thoroughly research-
ed and well written account,
Dr. Yekelchyk traces the long
journey to statehood of the
Ukrainian people. Beginning
with the first records of an-
cient Rus, he shows how
“Ukraina” (borderlands) be-
came the cradle of the many
Slavic cultures the world
knows today.

At the same time he points
out that Ukrainian culture was
continually undervalued and
misrepresented to the world
at large. For example, in his
introduction Dr. Yekelchyk re-
veals how it took renowned
historian Mikhailo Hrushev-
sky, at the close of the 19th
century, to correct a long-

standing injustice regarding
Kyivan Rus. Until then, the
Rus had been generally re-
garded as a part of Russian,
not Ukrainian, history.

According to the author, it
was the intelligentsia of the
19th century that finally de-
veloped the concept of a
Ukrainian nationality. But it
was based on the ethnic cul-
ture of the peasantry as a solid
foundation. He goes on to
note the sporadic attempts to
build this idea of a distinct na-
tionality, giving rise to various
groupings such as the Narod-
nyky (the Populists) and oth-
ers.

While these attempts were
being made, a fragmented
Ukraine continued to be ruled
by Poles, Russians, Romani-
ans, Austrians and/or Hungar-
ians — sometimes simultane-
ously. He goes into some de-
tail to mark the different ap-
proaches taken by those vari-
ous overlords to the “problem”
of Ukrainian language/cul-
ture. Sometimes they toler-

ated it; at other times, they
tried, if not to extinguish, then
certainly to stifle it.

But the people knew they
were a distinct society, even
though they had no country to
call their own. And it is on this
fundamental question that
Yekelchyk falters a little bit.

While he does note the de-
termined efforts to achieve a
homeland, he misses the mass
nature underlying these ef-
forts or, at the very least, fails
to give it the full treatment it
deserves. For instance, he
could have informed his read-
ers of the countless mothers
who, over the centuries,
passed on to their children the
traditions of cross stitching,
embroidery and the art of
Easter egg decorating (py-
sanky).

He could have dwelt upon
Ukrainian folk tales and folk
songs and the crucial role
played by kobzars, the poets,
roving minstrels and story tell-
ers who made sure the peo-
ple remembered their history.

How about the contribution
made by folk dances? By the
national cuisine? Is there any-
one who doesn’t know about
pyrohy? (Even though, in
truth, they aren’t pyrohy at
all, but varenyky.)

It was these simple meas-
ures (augmented by the tal-
ents of poets, writers, com-
posers, dramatists, etc.) that
made sure the language/cul-

ture not only survived, but
thrived.

This criticism notwithstand-
ing, Yekelchyk’s work is nev-
ertheless a valuable one. His
assessments are unfailingly
evenhanded. For instance, he
states that not everything done
under Soviet rule was always
bad and not everything done
since has been good. He is
harsh in his treatment of the
Kuchmas, the Tymoshenkos,
the Yushchenkos, and the rest
of those who have dashed the
people’s hopes.

He correctly states that
Ukraine gained its independ-
ence not through the efforts
of any nationalist movement
but by the collapse of the So-
viet system.

He is also correct that
Ukrainians do not consider
their country to be based on
nationalism but on its multi-
cultural character. For such
has been the entire historical
experience. Since its begin-
nings, Ukraine has been popu-
lated by many other groups
besides Ukrainian: Russians,
Jews, Poles, Tatars and many
others.

While its most recent pe-
riod has featured corruption
and crony capitalism, it has
also taught the people an im-
portant lesson as an outcome
of the Orange Revolution —
that their votes do matter and,
therefore, the future of their
country is in their hands.

That is a fitting place to end
a most interesting and reward-
ing read. — Jerry Szach

IMOIéa\ Hordh, wrkirig » ior Horon, prepared Irish ste§)v,

PAGE 13

e \

Happy
Birthday,

Friends!

The Edmonton AUUC
Senior Citizens Club wishes
a happy birthday to the cel-
ebrants of May:

Maurice Warick
Pauline Warick

May you have good health,
happiness and a daily sense of
accomplishment as you go
through life.

The Toronto AUUC Sen-
ior Citizens Club extends
best birthday wishes to May
celebrants:

Mary Kuzyk
Nita Miskevich

May good health and happi-
ness be yours in the coming
year!

The Vancouver Seniors
Club extends May birthday
greetings to:

Charles Hegeous
Sylvia Surette
Anna Withers
We wish you the best of
health and happiness in the
coming year.!

The Welland Shevchenko
Seniors extend a happy birth-
day wish to May celebrants:

Victor Babiy
Millie Kish
Frank Panetta
Joan Sitak

May the coming year bring
you all the best in health and
happiness!
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John Dowbak

A memorial service was
held for John Dowbak on
March 16,2009, at the former
Ukrainian Labour Temple in
Thunder Bay, with more than
200 people celebrating John’s
life. People were welcomed
with a digital slide show high-
lighting John’s life, with re-
cordings of the Lakehead
Mandolin Orchestra and the
Shevchenko Ensemble playing
in the background.

John’s grandson Michah
Dowbak, master of ceremo-
nies, in his opening remarks,
painted a loving picture of
John as a grandfather.

The program included nu-
merous artistic presentations.
John’s elder son Damon per-
formed a spontaneously com-
posed original work on the
mandolin. Estella Howard,

Mary
Nahorniak

Mary Nahorniak, who was
born on May 6, 1933, passed
away on March 18, 2009.

A memorial meeting was
held at the Parkdale Commu-
nity Hall in Edmonton in the
evening of March 28, with
Debbie Nahorniak officiating.
The eulogy was delivered by
daughter Carol Rosiewich.

’
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Damon’s wife, read a poem
that she wrote, called “Pick-
ing Up The Pieces”. Kim
Erickson, sang “Misiats na
nebi”, taught to her by Stella
Trylinski when Kim was with
the choir at the Ukrainian La-
bour Temple. William Roberts,
a former bass player with the
Lakehead Mandolin Orches-
tra, read a poem by Taras
Shevchenko and sang sections
of “Moscow Nights” and
“Dear Mother of Mine” in
Ukrainian.

Diane Garrett delivered a
eulogy highlighting the events
of John’s life and his contri-
bution to the Ukrainian com-
munity, and read a letter of
condolence sent by Bill Hara-
sym, on behalf of the Board
of Directors of the Taras H.
Shevchenko Museum and
Memorial Park Foundation.

Following the ceremony,
friends enjoyed a lunch organ-
ized by John’s younger son
Ron and Ron’s wife Judy.

John was born in Fort
William on October 2, 1925, to
William and Eudokia Dowbak.
John’s parents instilled pride
in his Ukrainian heritage, and
encouraged him to learn the
Ukrainian language, in which
he was fluent all his life. His
parents, along with other
Ukrainian immigrants, built

CROPO

Funeral Chapel

1442 NMain Street
Winnipeg, NManitoba

S86-8044
WV OWOIW . CTOPO.COTT
Ao 2>
Sir Thomas B. Cropo.,. K.C.S.G.

Founder
1925-1998

Welcome to the only
Taras Shevchenko Museum in the Americas!

3anpoutyemo 0o Eounozo na AmepukancbKomy
Konmunenmi Myszero Tapaca Illeeuenxal

Open Monday to Friday
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
Weekends and Holidays by Appointment

Free Admission — Donation Appreciated

3asimatime 0o nac 3a adpecoio:
Taras Shevchenko Museum
1614 Bloor Street West » Toronto,
ON M6P 1A7 » Phone: 416-534-8662
Abo eidsidaiime nawi 6eb-cmopinKu Ha
www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum

the Ukrainian Labour Temple
on Ogden Street in 1928.
John attended Ogden school
and Selkirk Collegiate and
Vocational Institute.

John’s employment history
reads like one of today’s
workers as he had a number
of different jobs. He began
with big business, working at
the freight sheds for the Ca-
nadian Pacific Railway. Next,
he became a small business
entrepreneur, managing his
family’s Ogden Confectionary
and Watch Repair Shop. He
then entered the grocery busi-
ness where he was employed
by the International Co-op,
and finally he retired in 1987
from his employment with the
Westfort Co-op on Frederica
Street.

John was married to Olive
Oryniak, a Rossburn, Mani-
toba, import, in 1952. Olive
was a popular young woman
at the events at the Ukrainian
Hall, and John was the smooth
Adonis who beat out her many
suitors. John was an only
child, and as luck would have
it, Olive had a large family —
seven siblings, who were ex-
tremely welcoming to him. He
and Olive enjoyed many trips
out west to attend huge fam-
ily reunions.

John and Olive had two
sons, Damon and Ron, and a
daughter, Leslie Ann, who
died in infancy. John was ex-
tremely proud of his sons, both
of whom exhibited the artistic
abilities he possessed —
Damon as a musician and
stained glass artist, and Ron
as a cabinet maker and
builder.

John welcomed Damon’s
and Ron’s partners, Estella
and Judy, and enjoyed their
participation in all the Dowbak
family events. Family life was
further enriched by the grand-
children: Joshua, Michah,
Sandy and Bobby-Jo, and
great-grandchildren Tyler,
Koy, Cody, Lauren, and the
latest addition, Phoenix.

Another major part of
John’s life was his association
and volunteer activities with
the Ukrainian Labour Temple.
Because John lived only a
block away, he was the
keeper of the keys and was
in charge of opening and clos-
ing the hall for an incredible
number of activities. John was
a member of the Association
of United Ukrainian Canadi-
ans (AUUC) and the Work-
ers Benevolent Association
(WBA). For many years he
served as the financial secre-
tary of the local AUUC
Branch. He was frequently
chosen as a delegate to attend
national conventions of these
organizations.

John was a firm believer in
social justice and world peace
and throughout his life he pro-
moted and supported causes
that were aimed at improving
the lot of his fellow man. He
was firmly committed to the
ideals of the AUUC and par-
ticipated in marches, meetings

and fund raising events. All
his life he was an avid reader
of the Ukrainian progressive
newspapers and strong sup-
porter of the Ukrainian Ca-
nadian Herald.

In addition to these political
ideals, the hall provided a
venue for numerous cultural
activities. John often appeared
as a vocal soloist at hall con-
certs. John was an active par-
ticipant in theatrical produc-
tions, operettas, choir, and the
mandolin orchestra in which
he played the violin and later
the violin-cello. He was one
of the founding members of
the original Fort William Man-
dolin Orchestra as a violinist
under Kosty Kostaniuk. One
of his most thrilling perform-
ances was the participation of
the Lakehead Mandolin Or-
chestra at Expo 67 in Mon-
treal.

After the sale of the hall,
John was instrumental in
keeping the local members in-
volved by organizing and
chairing meetings at members’
houses. He continued to fo-
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cus the group’s activities on
Ukrainian culture and local
history, charitable services,
and national interests of the
AUUC.

You would think that a man
who spent such significant
amounts of his spare time
working with the Ukrainian
organization would have no
energy left for other activities.
This was not the case for
John. He was a unique indi-
vidual who attacked every
challenge with enthusiasm. If
he needed to repair or re-
model his house, he did it. He
was a serious stamp collector
and, along with Olive, an avid
coin collector. He enjoyed
creative cooking and garden-
ing. He loved to pick mush-
rooms and blueberries, but fol-
lowed the usual pattern by
being secretive about their lo-
cations.

Above all, he was a kind
person who brought a unique
sense of humour to every situ-
ation. He will be greatly
missed.

— Diane Garrett

In the Branches

(Continued from Page 3.)
completely independent of the
Branch and does not report to
the Branch. The main item of
business was a constitutional
revision to reflect the fact that
the Workers Benevolent As-
sociation no longer exists, as
well as to secure the assets
for repair and capital improve-
ments of the building only.

— Brent Stearns

Toronto

Toronto Branch held its
Annual General Meeting on
Sunday, April 19.

In addition to hearing re-
ports — President’s, Finan-
cial, Membership and Audit
Committee — the meeting
devoted some time to a dis-
cussion of the direction of fu-
ture Branch activity, and par-

ticularly issues of “progres-
sive” orientation.

Elected to the Branch Ex-
ecutive were: George Boru-
siewich, President; Jerry
Dobrowolsky, Vice-President;
Bernardine Dobrowolsky, Re-
cording Secretary; Wilfred
Szczesny, Vice-Recording
Secretary; Nancy Stewart,
Treasurer; and Executive
Members Liz Hill, Natalka
Mochoruk and Mark Stewart.
Liz Hill is new to the Execu-
tive, while Jerry Dobrowolsky
is in a new position.

Leaving the Executive af-
ter one term were Joe and Pat
Dzatko and Connie Prince.

The Branch Audit Commit-
tee — Vera Borusiewich, Bill
Malnychuk, and Lyudmyla
Pogoryelov — was re-
elected.

— Volodymyr Lucky

The United States

(Continued from page 4.)
on good relations with Russia,
and American attempts to cre-
ate hostility and animosity be-
tween the two European enti-
ties is based on envy and
greed.

America’s inability to guar-
antee resources which she
does not own or possess is
becoming clear to all, but
America’s military might and
ability to create bloodshed is
an instrument she may resort
to in order to destabilize and
gain advantage. That kind of
behaviour is in keeping with
American imperialist tradi-
tions.

Obama’s administration
sees the necessity to engage
Iran and take care of the log
jam in the region, but that will

be extremely difficult to ac-
complish after thirty years of
hostility towards that country.
Sending another 17,000
American soldiers next door
to Afghanistan will hardly be
seen as a friendly gesture.

The introduction of Ameri-
can missile installations into
Poland and the Czech Repub-
lic against the will of these
peoples is supposed to revive
old fears and chauvinistic
rhetoric vis-a-vis Russia.

Yes, wars are terrible and
Europe does not need them
but there would be fewer of
them if the Americans just
picked up their military junk
and went home. The chances
that they will arrive at this idea
on their own are nil.

— Michael Celik
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Taras
Shevchenko
Museum

Shevchenko Museum
Offers Books

Currently, the Shevchenko museum is creating a library
catalogue, and in the process has unearthed a wealth of extra
copies of books. These will be given away in exchange for
small donations. Stop by the Museum and pick up Kobzar!
(Book shipping is available).

(Books listed below are in Ukrainian.)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1988). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Dnipro; Introduction by Oles’ Honchar; Illustrated by O.
Danchenko, pp. 773, hardcover (1 copy)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1987). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Dnipro; Introduction by Oles’ Honchar pp. 638, hardcover (1
copy)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1986). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Dnipro; Introduction by Oles’ Honchar; Illustrated by V.S.
Kutkin, pp. 541, hardcover (3 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1986). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Radians’ka Shkola; [llustrated by V.I. Kasiyan, hardcover, pp.
606, (2 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1985). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Dnipro; Illustrated by V.I. Kasiyan, hardcover, pp. 639 (1
copy)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1982). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Dnipro; Introduction by Oles” Honchar, hardcover, pp. 646 (1
copy)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1967). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Dnipro; pp. 573 (2 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1963). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury, [llustrated,
hardcover, pp. 717 (5 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1962.) Reprint of 1860
edition. pp. 115, hardcover (9 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1961). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury. Introduction
by Maksym Rylskij, hardcover, pp. 606 (2 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1961). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury, hardcover,
pp. 614 (4 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1960). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury. Introduction
by Maksym Rylskij, hardcover pp. 606 (6 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1960). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury. Introduction
by Maksym Rylskij, hardcover pp. 537 (3 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1956). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury. Introduction
by Maksym Rylskij; [llustrated by M.L. Pikalov, hardcover, pp.
591 (2 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1954). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury, hardcover,
pp. 490 (3 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1952). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury, hardcover,
pp- 492 (1 copy)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1947). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury. Introduction
by Oleksand Kornijchuk; I1lustrated by A. Bondarovych, hard-
cover, pp. 297 (3 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar (1943). Kyiv, Ukraine:
UKRVYDAV ZK KP (U), Introduction by P.G. Tychyna,
hardcover, pp. 342 (2 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Kobzar. (1939). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Derzhavne Vydavnytstvo Khudozhnoi Literatury Illustrated,
hardcover, pp. 395 (4 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Malyi Kobzar: vybrani poezii dl’i‘a
ditei. (1961) Kyiv, Ukraine: Derzhavne Vydavnyztvo Dytyachoi
Literatury URSR. Illustrated by V. Poltavez’, hardcover, pp.
334 (3 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Mala Knyzhka (1966). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Naukova Dumka, hardcover, pp. 457 (4 copies)

Shevchenko, Taras. Mala Knyzhka (1963). Kyiv, Ukraine:
Vydavnytzvo Akademii Nauk URSR, hardcover, pp. 431 (6
copies)

Zhur, Petro. Lito Pershe. (1979). Kyiv, Ukraine: Dnipro.
Hardcover, in Ukrainian, pp. 276 (3 copies)

Shevchenko
Watercolour
Copies for
Sale

tery in Poltava. 1845.
26 cm x 17.5 cm

Shevchenko Among
Friends. 1851

Interior 6i‘0éhv ‘
Lavra.1846.
27.5 em x 36 c.m.

Robinson Crusoe. 1856.

18.5 x 24 cm

Kazakh Katya. 1857. }
20 cm x 26 cm

Vozdvyzhensky Monas-

A Kazakh Boy Playing

MAY 2009

Voznesensky Cathedral in
Pereyaslav. 1845.

Nude.1840. 26 cm x 17.5 em

20 cm x 16 cm

J @ Portrait of Ira Aldridge.
: ~ "o 1858.
A Fortune Teller. 1841. 27 ecm x 34 cm
20 cm x 27 ¢cm

! T e

Garden Near
Novopetrovsk. 1854

with a Cat. 1856-1857
19 cm x 26 cm

e S

* Samaritan Girl. 1856.
20 cm x 25 ¢cm

=

Mangyshlak Garden.
1851-1852.
28 cm 18 cm

Self Portrait. 1860.
16 cm x20 cm

Askold Grave.1846.
35 cm x 25 ¢cm

Portrait of Maria
Maxymovych. 1859.
24 cm x 32.5 cm

The Moonlit Night at
Kos-Aral. 1849.
28 cm x 15 ¢cm
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